
   

 

Saving money on Christmas booze in 

France? Lawyer warns to stay legal 

15/11/2012 

We’re all looking for ways to cut costs in the run-up to Christmas. That’s why many Kent 

bargain hunters drive to France to take advantage of lower alcohol prices in Calais 

hypermarkets. A daytrip by ferry can also be a chance to enjoy a delicious French lunch and 

stock up on cheese and bread. 

 

But Kent motoring lawyer David Barton is issuing a warning: ‘During my 30 years 

representing Kent drivers, I’ve met plenty who’ve fallen foul of French law in the hunt for 

festive booze bargains’. 

 

‘That’s why I’m now urging drivers to remember some key points. Otherwise there’s a risk 

you’ll not only pay out more in fines than you were hoping to save on bargain alcohol, but 

maybe even land a drink-driving record – or worse, be involved in an accident.’ 

 

Hypermarket wine-tasting? Be careful: 

The drink-driving limit in France is far lower than the UK’s - 50mg per 100ml of blood, lower 

than ours of 80mg. So a wine-tasting session in the hypermarket could easily put you over 

the limit. French police strictly enforce drink drive limits and don’t need a reason to stop 

you. It’s far better to drink nothing on your trip, and save your tipple for Christmas at home. 

 

You’ll need a warning triangle and jacket: 

It’s the law to keep a warning triangle and a reflective jacket in the vehicle (not the boot) 

with you, in case of breakdowns. If you don’t, the French police will impose a spot fine. 

You’ll also need headlamp converter stickers on your headlights. 



 

Confusion around self-testing breathalyser kit: 

A survey earlier in the year showed that most British drivers didn’t realise it’s now French 

law to carry a self-testing breathalyser kit in their car. Although you won’t get a fine for not 

carrying one until next Spring, it’s still compulsory. 

 

 

ABOUT DAVID 
David Barton is a motoring lawyer who specialises in driving offences in Kent. 

Based in Maidstone, he has 30 years’ experience of representing Kent motorists. He’s an 

authority on how to stay safe – and legal – behind the wheel, and also has a wealth of 

knowledge on hot topics affecting anyone who drives. See http://www.motorists-lawyer-

kent.co.uk/. 

 


